The remainder of the comic is a completely Madonna-free story on AIDS, or is it?

click to continue.
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ONE MORNING IN A JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL CLASS-
RoOmM A STUDENT'S OUTBURST TEIGEERS OFF A
CONTROVERSY THAT ROCKS THE ENTIRE
COMMUNITY... -

BUT JOEY... RICKEY 15
YOUR FRIEND. YOU
OUGHT TO BE MORE

umpEnsmNDm-s

P MOT SITTING
NEAT TO Hipd. D
TOLDP ME NOT TO.

I’ M GOING

RICKET'S GOT AIDS, TEACHEE'

EVERYBODY KNOWS |T AMD WE'RE
SCARED! MY PAD SBYSIT'S A
KILLER AND FOR ME T{) SThRY

Awpcr FEDM HiM

THAT AFTERNOON WHEN HIS DAD GETS
HOME FROM WORK, JOEY TELLS
HiM WHAT HAPPENED.

HOME!

SCHOOL, JOEY.

WE DON'T WANT AIDS GolNﬁ@ DOMN'T You
THROUGH THIS HOUSE LIKE

A PLAGUE. YDU DD THE
RIGHT THING LEAVING

THINK S50,
BETH?
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WITH ALL THE RUMORS GOING
ARDUND T PON'T KNOW WHAT
TO BELIEVE. I WISH WE
COULD GET SOME FACTS !

" oM,
THE PHONE...

| WH1, BETH. THIS IS PEGGY. EVERY- N
B ONE'S TALKING ABOUT \WHAT JORNNY
DID AT SCHOOL THIS MORNING. THE
WHOLE COMMUNITY 1S IN AN
UPROAR OVER RICKEYS AIDS.

YES, AND |'M SORRY,
, WE NEED TO GET THE
f TRUTH ABOUT THAT
AWFUL DISEASE!

WE CAN, BETH. YOU'VE HEARD
ABOUT THE AIPS TASK FORCE
EEING ORGANIZED. WELL, WE'RE
CALLING AN EMEREENCY MEETING
TONIGHT AT TOWK HALL. You
AND BOB OUGHT To COME !

EBE SURE AMD BRING JOEY, TOO. A
SFOKESMAN FEOM THE HERLTH
PEPARTMENT IS COMING TO GIVE
UsS THE FACTS AND STOP A LOT
OF GOSSIE
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Some have joked that the speaker at the podium is actually Madonna in disgulse. Since she is absent
from her own comic book, and this was during her "persona" phase, we post the idea as a r.w:\»s:sit'.-lIIt'_n,uI

AT THE MEETING. | gé; - SOME OF YOUR FEARS OF AIDS ARE

! = FULLY JUSTIFIED AND I AM NOT HERE

A\ TO DENY ITS DRNGER. |IT IS A
>, KILLER ON THE LOOSE...

WE WILL BE PEALING WITH A
NUMBER OF HARD FACTS
SUCH AS THESE..,

BUT THE SCOURGE OF AIDS MUST
BE DEALT WITH. WE CAN Do

IT B FOLLOWING THE REASON-
FBLE GUIPELINES SET FORTH
INTHE U.S5. SURGEON GEMNERALS
REFPORT ON THIS MEMAGE‘

S

1. AIDS IS A KILLER.

2. AT PRESENT, THERE |5 NO
CURE... AND NO VACCIMNE
TO PREVENT AIDS. |

' 3. THROUGH KNOWLEDGE |
OF HOW THE DISEASE [

IS SPREAD, PLUS SAFER | i

SEX PRACTICES, AIDS CAN |

BE AVOIPED

"THE LETTERS THAT SPELL A-1-D-5 STAND For |
ACQUIRED. IMMUNE DEFICIENCY SYNDROME. | Bes o, hue o HER
IT RESULTS WHEN A CERTAIN VIRUS ATTACKS PR DS Ao
THE WHITE CELLS OF A PERSON'S BLOOP, WEAKEN-
ING HIS OR HER RESISTANCE AND |MMUNITY OF ONLY HOMOSEXUAL
T OTHER INFECTIOWS RISEASES.
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NOT TRUE ! WOMEN HRVE ALSO BEEN INFECTED.

SEVENTY PERCENT OF LS. AIDS CASES ARE MALE

HOMOSEXUALS AND BISEXUALS. BUT THE
VIRUS ALSD IS SPREADING AMONG
HETEROSEXUAL MEN AND WOMEM,

ANYBODY, I REPEAT, ANY-
BOTY WHO FRILS TD USE
SAFER SEX
PRACTICES MEY EECOME
INFECTED WITH THE
AlIDS VIRUS...

Madonna ?
-

IN198T
1. AN ESTIMATED 1,500,000 AMERICANS ARE

ALREADY INFECTED WITH THE AIDS VIRUS.

2 ALL OF THOSE INFECTED ARE ASSUMED TO BE

F TRANSMITTING THE VIRUS
ECIE[TJEBRLSEEE%LLY OR BY SHARING P?YRINgES BNHD
NEEDLES= A COMMON PRACTICE AMON

ILLEGAL PRUG USERS.

IN 1921
IN THE 10

ATHS WILL HAVE OCCURRER
'I"l?gfgg SDIEEE THE DISERSE WAS RECOGNIZED.

L REQUIRE

145, 000 PATIENTS WITH AIPS WIL
HOSPITALIZATION.

PATIENTS WILL BE

THE COST OF MEDICAL CARE FOR AIDS N RWESOME

ND 16 BILLION DOLLARS—
E&gou&&% EIEE%G'R.NE BY THE NATION'S ECONOMY.

HOW DROES A PERSOM WE CAN PETECT THE FEOM THE TESTS ANDR

ENOW WHEN HE'S FEESEMCE OF THE ACCOMPANYING SYMPTOMS
BEEM IMFECTER BY VIELUS THREOUGH BLOCE WE FINE THEEE OUT-

THE AIPS VIRUS 7 TESTS THAT SHOW \F COMES FOR PERSONS
- s AIDS BNTIBODIES INFECTEDR WITH THE
AFE PRESEMNT... AlIDS VIRUS...
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A PERSON WITH FULL BLOWHN AIDS "A LARGE NUMBER OF THOSE WITH THE
CAMN SHOW ASSORTED SYMPTOMS AIDS VIRUS ARE BEING CLASSIFIEP
SUCH AS PERSISTENT COUGH ANDP AS HAVING ARC (AIDS RELATED
FEVER, DIEFICULTY WITH BREATHING COMPLEX). ARC PATIENTS' SYMPTOMS
AND PNEUROBNMIA.. Y USUALLY ARE LESS SEVERE BUT CAM |MCLUDE
r @l LOS5S OF APPETITE, WEIGHT LOSS, FEVER,
SKIM RASHES, MARRHEA , TIREDHESS
ANDE SWOLLEN LyMPH GLANDS...

- P FE \\' i ' o
I _PURFLISH BLOTCHES ON THE SKIN
CAN INDICATE KRPOSI'S SARCOMA. (A
KIND OF CANCER). WEAKNESS, LOSS
OF WEIGHT ANT LOWERED RESIS-
TANCE TO INFECTIONS ARE OTHER

SYMPTOMS OF FULL BLOWHN AIDS."

THAT 1S WHY 1T 15 IMPORTAMT FOR
EVERYONE WHO MIGHT HAVE CON-
TEACTEDR THE AlDS VIRUS THROUGH UK -
SMFE SEX PRACTICES TO TALK TO HIS OR
HER PHYSICIAN, OR THE LOCAL HEALTH
DEPARTMENT, ABOUT A BLOOD TEST
FOR THE AIDS ANTIBODY.
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THE OTHER HiGH RISK ACTIVITY LIKELY "THE REUSE OF HYPODERMIC NEEDLES
TO SPREAR AIDS--RESULTING IN NEARLY BND SYRINGES BCCOUNTS FOR ALMOST
B QUBRTER OF ALL CASES|S ALL AIDS CASES OTHER THAMN THOSE
PSUOOTING® STEEET PRUGS... ACQUIRED FROM SEAUAL CONTACT...

b

.

BUT HOW ABOUT TEANS-
FUSIONS T WE HAD A
CASE RIGHT HERE 1™

WA FEW YEARS AGO A BOY LAD A BAD
ACCIPENT RIPING HIS BICYCLE AND
WAS GIVEN A BLODE TRAMSFEUSION.
THE WHOLE NEIGHBORHOOD WAS SHOCKED
T LEREN THAT HE GOT AIDS FROM IT..."

Lo | ||

YES, I KNCW RBOUT THAT... AND THEEE PLEASE CONTINUE TO ¢ IVE BLOCD.
HAVE BEEMN OTHER UNFORTUNATE ITIS NEEPER AND THERE IS
INCIDENTS LIKE IT. TOPRY THE BLOOE ABSOLUTELY NO DANGCER OF
SUPPLY 1S MUCH SAFER. NOW ALL BLOOD AIDS BEING ACGUIRED Y THE
GIVEN BY DONORES 15 CHECKED TO BE PERSON PONATING THE BLOOD.

SUEE IT TOES MOT TEST POSITIVE
FOR THE AIDS VIRUS ANTIBORIES.

Zz
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CAN THE AIDS VIRUS BE TRANS- CERTAINLY! EITHER PURING
FERRED TO THE UNBORN CHILD OF A PREGNANCY OR AT BIRTH THE
PREGNANT MOTHER WHO 1S A CARRIER CHILD CAN BECOME
OF TUE DISEASE ? INFECTED BY THE VIRUS.

I'VE GOT A QUESTION TOO, SIR. THAT THERE IS MO DENGER FROM THE USUAL
BOY WHO GOT AIDS FROM A BLOOP COMTALT BETWEEN CHILDREN |N CLASS-
TRANSFUSION 15 MY BEST FRIEND, ROOMS, PHYSICAL ERPUCATION CLASSES
M ASHAMED MOW, BUT I WALKEDR AKND OTHER MORMBL ACTIVITIES...
OUT OF SCHOOL TODEY CAUSE I WAS ;

SCARED. WHAT ABOUT SCHOOL KIDS 7

£ ; A
fyor OME CASE OF AIDS INTHE UNITED
STATES HAS BEEN TRANSMITTED IN A
SCHOOL, CHILD CARE OR FOSTER
CARE SETTING'
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IT SHOULD BE EMPHASIZED THAT AIDS TODAY 15 LIMITED
ALMOST ENTIRELY TD SEX AND INTRRVENOUS
DRUG USE...

"MOST SOCIAL BEHAVIOR 1S SAFE. AIDS 1S NOT
TRANSMITTED FROM..."

"MNOR DOES THE SHARING OF BED LINENS, "YOU CANMOT GET AIDS FROM DOOR-
"TOWELS, CUPS, OR STRAWS WITH A PERSON  KNOBS, TOILETS, TELEPHONES

INFECTED WITH THE AIDS VIRUS PUTONE [N OR OFFICE E@ummsur
PANGER, nLTHc:uEH SUCH Pﬁmnc.E 5

"NOP CAN YOU GET AIDS F ROM "AND THERE 15 NO RECORD OF
EATING IN A RESTAURANT ANYONE GETTING AIDS FROM SWIM-
mi%%?gv IS SERVED BY MING POOLS OR HEALTH sPas.*

THE AIPS VIRUS |5 SPREAD THROUGH THE EXCHAMGE OF SEMEN QR BLOOD DURING! —{
SEXUAL CONTACT AND FROM SHARING INTRAVENOUS DRUG NEEDLES OR WORKS.
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MNOTIONS ABOUT AIDS THAT 1 SECTS OF ANY KIND, "
WANT TO CORRECT, TOO...

THERE ARE MANY OTHER ) "THERE ARE NO KNOWN CASES OF AIDS TRANS-
Y

"NOR FROM DOMESTIC ANIMALS "AND ALTHOUGH THE VIRUS REPORTEDLY
AND PETS. " HAS BEEN FOUND 1N HUMAM TEARS AND SALIVA,
THERE 1S NO RECORD OF THE DISEASE HAVING
BEEN TRANSMITTED THROUGH EITHER.”

"B DENTIST,.."

DS pesuLts FROM SEXUAL CONTACT
]E pﬁ f!H ,?Ee I NFECTED PERSON—

MALE OR FEMALE.

GBS resuLTs FROM SHARING
2 g,@wﬁj AND NEEDLES CONTAM/~
NATED wiTH BLOOD OF A CARRIER

OF THE VEUS.
3, GIPS resULTS FROM AN INFECTED

THER PASSING THE VIRUS TO
A}};‘GE BABY BEFORE OR AT BIRTH.

"oR

YSICIAN
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BASED ON WHAT 1S KNOWN FROM PEOPLE WHOSE BEHAYIOR IS

RESEARCH, WHO ARE THE PEOPLE RISKY —THOSE WHO ARE SEXUALLY
}“? MOST LIKELY TO GET AIDS? ACTIVE AND FAIL TO USE NECESSARY
Pt - - . . -

[ PRECAUTIONS ARE LIKELY VICTIMS...

"BECAUSE OF INDISCRIMINATE SEX ACTIVITIES, ALL PROSTITUTES, BOTH MALE
AND FEMALE, MUST BE SUSPECTED OF CARRYING THE AIDS VIRUS..!

"...BUT ANY PERSON WHO DARES TO HAVE UNPROTECTED SEX WITH A PICK-UP,
AT A BAR--OR ANYWHERE FOR THAT MATTER-- COULD BE MAKING A FATAL MISTAKE '
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IT 15 MOT MY ROLE HERE To DISCUSS

MORALITY OF SEX BEHAVIOR BUT TO
GIVE ToU SOME HARDE TREUTHS

ABOUT THE DEADLY AIDS VIRUS...

LET ME EMPHASIZE THAT THE
MORE CHANCES YOU TAKE, THE
MORE LIKELY YDUR MAKME WILL BE
APPEPR.TO THE GROWING LIST OF
THOSE TOOMED TO DESPAIR FOR
FAILING TO USE PRECAUTION...
AMD COMBMON SENSE !

e

S

- a = ity = & -. F
B N Y/ A
&‘ e e 2 o

; R b ., T

I |IF TOU HEVE SHARED IV DRUG
MEEDLES OR HAR UNSAFE SEX
WITH ANTORE AT RISk, TALK TO
YOUR DOCTOR ABOUT HEVING
BN AIRS ANTIBOPY TEST...

.

SHOULDN'T A MAN ALWAYS
USE A COMDOM 7 WILL
THAT PROTECT THE OTHER
PAETHER |F ONE OF THEM
|5 ALREADY INFECTED ? 3

Maybe 7

"\F YOU TEST POSITIVE, TELL ANYOME YOU
HAVE HAD SEX WITH,OR HAVE SHARED
NEEDLES AND TAKE CARE THAT YOU
PON'T SPREAD THE VIRUS SEXUALLY
OR THROUGH |V DRUG USE!" :
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Maybe the answer is that everyone in this comic book is Madonna

NOW, TO ALL YOU YOUNGSTERS IN
JUNIOR HIGH AND SECOMDARY SCHOOLS,
I'D LIKE TO OFFER THIS
FERSOMAL ADVICE

"eONPOMS, WHEN USED WATH THE
PROPER LUBRICANT THAT KILLS VIPUSES,
ARPETHE PRUDENT WY TO PROTECT
BLAINST MDPS FROM SEX RELATIONS.
|F CARELESSLY USED, THEY, T00, COULD
FAIL TO GIVE PROTECTION... "

YOoU HAVE BEEN TAUGHT THAT
YOU CAM GET MIDS FROM SEX...

YoU HAVE BEEN TAUGHT TO
ShY "NO" TO DRUGS...

roU HAVE BEEN TAUGHT THAT IT
IS Ok, TO SBY "NO° TO SEX...

FOLLOW THIS ADVICE AND YOU
WILL BE SEYING

“pO TO AIRS!

- EEMEMBER... IT TAKES AND TO YOU OLDER PEOPLE. HERE'S A
BUT OME MISTAKE TO REMINDER: WHEN THE DRUG EPIDEMIC .
TAKE A LIFE! ERUPTED IN THE LATE 19605, MANY

FEOPLE IN RESPONSIBLE POSITIOMS
DEMIED THERE WAS A PROBLEM...

= T
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Maybe, deep down, we are all Madonna.

"HOW WRONG THEY WERE! YET, TODAY, WE DON'T TALK TO OUR STUPENTS
__WE HEAR ECHOES FROM THE PAST..." . ABOUT SEX ANP AIDS. THEY'RE
TOO YOUNG FOR THAT KIND
ME AFRAID OF AIDS ? OF BOY,
COURSE NoT! oMUY A EEW I5 HE
PECPLE GET IT; IT WoN'T WRONG |
HAPPEN TO ME!

YES, NOW AS IM
THE PAST, SOME
FEOFPLE CLOSE
THEIR EYES TO
REALITY RATHER
THAN FACE THE
SHOCKING FACTS...

How ABOUT YOU ? POES
AlDS CONCERN YOUT 1T SHOULR !
OUR MAETION AND THE WORLD
FACE A HEALTH CRISIS...
50 REMEMBER...

1. AIDS IS A KILLER

| 2. AT PRESENT, THERE 1S
NO CURE...AND NO VACCIN
TO PREVENT AIDS :

* oW THE DISEASE 1S Sope
EASEIS §
AND BY AVOIDING RIISKP‘?EAD
SEXVAL BEHAVIOR, AIDS
CAN BE PREVENTED

4. THOSE WHO ARE INFECTED

WITH THE AIDS VIRUS
DESERVE YOUR COMPASS
AND UNDERSTANDING - O
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Yes, that must be It

(

-

IT’S NOBODY’S FAULT...
AND EVERYBODY’S PROBLEM

AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR AIDS RESEARCH
BOX A\DS
NEW YORK, N.Y. I0\(G

1R7/87-50M
S

COMICS WITH PROBLEMS issue no. 7 -- "MADOMNMA: Who's that GIrl? on AIDS" -- hitp/iwww.ep.tc
Distributed ane night only during a Madonna concert at Madison Square Garden - Monday, July 13, 1987




